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READINGS FOLLOWING SHACHARIS

THE THIRTEEN PRINCIPLES OF FAITH

1. IR K | believe with complete faith that the Creator, Blessed is His
Name, creates and guides all creatures, and that He alone made,

makes, wid will make everything.

2. TMRR MR | believe with complete faith that the Creator, Blessed is His
Nanie, is wiique, and there is no wuniqueness like His in any
way, and that He alone is our God, Who was, Who is, and Who always will be.

3. X AR | believe with complete faith that the Creator, Blessed is His
Name, is not physical and is not affected by physical

phenomena, and that there is no comparison whatsoever to Him.

4. 1R IR | believe with complete faith that the Creator, Blessed is His
Name, is the very first and the very last.

5. TR MR [ believe with complete faith that the Creator, Blessed is His
Name — to Him alone is if proper to pray and it is not proper to

pray to any other,

6. (MR MK [ believe with complete faith that all the words of the prophets

are true.

7. TMRR MK [ believe with complete faith that the prophecy of Moses our
teacher, peace upon him, was true, and that he was the father
of the prophets — botl those who preceded hint and those who followed him.

8. MK MR | believe with complete faith that the entire Torah now in our
hands is the same one that was given to Moses, our teacher,

peace be upon him.

9. YRR MR | believe with complete faith that this Torah will not be ex-
: changed nor will there be another Torah from the Creator,

Blessed is His Narne.

10. TMARMY MK | believe with complete faith that the Creator, Blessed is His
Namte, knows all the deeds of human beings and their

are physical, we cannot conceive of a Being
totally unaffected by material conditions or the
laws of nature and physics. The Torah speaks of
God's "eyes,” "hands,” and <o forth only to help
man grasp the concepts being conveyed.

4, Cod s eternal and the First Source.
Everything in the created universe has a moment
when it came into existence; by definition no
creature can be infinite. God transcends time,
however, because time itself is His creation.

5. Prayers should be directed to God. It is
twempting te beseech the angels or sech mighty
forces as the sun and the constellatiung, because
God has entrusted them with carrying out His
will. However, this is illusory. None of them
have any power independent of what God
assigns them. Therefore, prayers should be
directed only toward God Himself.

B) Authentichty of the Torah
6. God communicates with man. [n order for
man to carry out his Divinely ordained mission,

he must know what it is. Prophecy is the means
by which God comrunicates His wishes to man.

It 35 a gift that man can attain upon reaching
heights of self-perfection.

7. Moses’ prophecy is unique. Moses’ prophecy
is not only true. but of a guality unapproached
by that of any other prophet before or since. {tis
essential that his prophecy be unrnivaled so that
ne later “prophet’ could ever claim that he had
received a “Torah that was superior to that of
Moses.

B. The entire Torah is God-given. Every word in
the Torah was dictated ta Moses by God. In
Ramibams lassic formulation, all the verses of
the Torah have equal sanctity, and ‘there is no
difference  between [the apparently trivial
verses:} and the children of Ham were Cush and
Mizrayim, and his wife’s name was Mehitabel ..
and [the awesomely imparfant verses:]) I am
Hasnem, Your God, and Hear Q  lsrael
Moareaver. the same zpplies to the Gral Law that
explains the Torah. All was given by God to
Moses.

9. The Torah is unchangeable. Since both the
Written and Oral Law were God-given. they
cannot be improved upon in any manner
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The Thirteen Principles of Falth

Historically, Judaism never separated belief
from petformance. In the Torah, the command-
ment to belicve in Cod is not stated differently
than the commandment to lend money to a
fellow Jew in need. or to refrain from eating non-
kosher food As the centuries rolled by, however,
philosophical speculation and dogmas of faith
bevame prevalent among other religions and, in
time, began to influence a number of Jews. Ta
counteract this trend, medieval Rabbinica)
authorities felt the need to respond by defining
the principles of ‘Judaism. The ‘Thirteen
Principles of Faith' are based upon the
formulation of Rambam [Maimonides] in his
Commentary to Mishnah (Sanhedrin, ch. 10) and
have achieved virtually universal acceptance,

It is a commendable practice to recite the
Thirteen Principles every day after Shacharis. As
Rambam himself writes, one does not become
imbued with them from a perfunctory reading

once or even several fimes. One must constantly
review and study them,

The Thirreen Principles fall into three general
categories: (a) the nature of belief in God; (b) the
authenticity of the Torah, its validity and
immutability: and (c) man’s responsibility and
ultimate reward.

A} The Nature of Bellef In God
I. Cod's Existence. There is no partnership in
creation. God is the sole Creator and the universe
continues to exist anly because He wills it so. He
could exist if everything else were to come to an
end, but it is inconceivable that there could be
any form of existence independent of Him.

2. God is a complete and total Unity. He is not a
collection of limbs and organs, as are man and
animals, He cannot be split as can a tock or
divided into component elements as can
everything in Creation. This is the concept
expressed in the first verse of Shema.

3. God is not physical nor can His essence be
grasped by the human imagination; because we
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thoughts, as it is said, 'He fashions their hearts all together, He comprehends all
their deeds.”

11. TR K | belicve with complete faith that the Creator, Blessed is His
Name, rewards with good those who observe His
commandments, and punishes those who vielate His commandments.

12. PR IR [ believe with complete faith in the coming of the Messiah, and
cven though he may delay, nevertheless I anticipate every day
that he will come.

13. TR K | believe with complete faith that there will be a resuscitation of
the dead whenever the wish emanates from the Creator,
Blessed is His Name and exalted is His mention, forever and for all eternity.
Eor Your salvation I do long, HASHEM.?
! do long, HASHEM, for Your salvation.
HasHem, for Your salvation [ do long.

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

Exodus 20:1-14

ma1M God spoke all these statements, saying: (1} [ am HasHEM, your God,

" Who delivered you from the land of Egypt, from the house of slavery.
(2] You shall not recagnize the gods of others before My presence. You shall
nof make yourself a carved intage nor any likeness of that which is in the
heavens above, or of that which is on the earth below, or of that which is in the
water beneath the earth. You shall nof prostrate yourself to them nor shall you
worship them; for | am HASHEM, your God —a jealous God, remembering the
sins of fathers upon children, to the third and fourth generations of My
enemies, but showing kindness for thousamds of generations to those who love
Me and who keep My commandments. (3} You shall not take the Name of
HaSHEM, your God, it a vain oath; for HASHEM will not absolve anyone who
takes His Name in a vain oath. [1] Remember the Sabbath day to sanctify it. Six
days you are to work and accomplish all your tasks. But the seventh day is
Sabbath to HasHeM, your God: you may not do any work — you, your son,
your daughter, your manservant, your maidservant, your animal, and the
convert within your gates — for in six days HASHEM muade the heavens, the
carth, the sea and all that is in them, and He rested on the seventh day.
Therefore, HASHEM blessed the Sabbath day and sanctified it. [5] Honor your
father and mother so that your duys may be lengthened upon the land which
FiasHEM, your God, gives you. [o] You shall not kill. [7) You shall not commit
adultery. |8] You shall not steal. (9] You shall not bear false witness against
your neighbor. (10] You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not
covet your neighbor’s wife, wor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his
buedl. nor his donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor’s.
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(1) Pealms 33:15. €2} Genosis 49:18,

‘e N3 1wy / The Ten Commandments
During the Temple era, the Ten Command-
ments were reciied as a part of the Shema service
cach morning Later, certain heretics denied the
validity of the rest of the Torah, but accepted
unly the Ten Commandments as the word of
God. To prove their point, they cited the fact that
the Ten Commandments were recited each day.
while the rest of the Torah was not. To
vounteract their claims, the Talmudic Sages

(Beruchos 12a) removed the Ten Commandments
from the formal public prayer service and
furbade theie reinsertion into the service or their
recitation in any public furum texvept when they
appear in the course of the regular Torah
readings). Moreover, even an individual may not
recite them as a part of the formal service.
Nevertheless, an individual may (and, according
to some authorities, should) recite them either
before or after his regular prayers.

C) Man's Responsibiitty and
Utimate Reward

10, God knows man’s thoughts and deeds.
Man’s individdal deeds are important to God and
so are the hopes and thoughts that drive him.
God is aware of everything man thinks and does.

11, Reward and punishment. No one acls.in a
vacuum and no deed goes unrewarded or
unpunished. This includes the dictum that one
cannot cancel out a bad deed with a good one.
Each is teeated independently.

12. The Messiah will come. We are to conduct
our lives according to the Torah and remain
faithful that the Messiah will come at the time
deemed by God to be proper. This faith includes
the principle that only the Davidic dynasty will
provide the Messianic king.

13. The dead will live again in the Messianic era,
when the world will attain a new spiritual and
physical level of perfection. Those who have not
been found too unworthy to enter this exalted
state will live again to enjoy it




